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Research Orientation
In On the Origin of the World, Sabaoth emerges as a striking figure of
reversal. Though born within the lower archontic order, he condemns his
father, repents, and is elevated by Sophia. His new realm is established
above the powers of chaos and patterned after the higher spiritual world.

The text therefore creates a layered cosmos: the unmanifest Source and the Pleroma
remain supreme; Sophia acts as revealer and benefactor; Sabaoth administers a renewed
heavenly dominion; and the Savior stands at his right hand. This arrangement provides
the foundation for the theological synthesis developed in the pages that follow.

IMPORTANT
DISTINCTION

The throne, chariot, enthronement, and placement of the Savior are
grounded in the Nag Hammadi narrative. The language of Sabaoth as the
“father of Christ’s soul” is a theological interpretation developed from that
cosmological pattern; it should not be mistaken for a direct sentence from
the ancient text.

A Map of the Cosmic Relationship

SUPREME SOURCE Father of Lights Unmanifest origin beyond the lower
heavens

PRIMORDIAL IMAGE
Adam of Light /
Anthropos

Archetype of the luminous human

HEAVENLY REALM
Sabaoth’s Seventh
Heaven

Repentant dominion ordered toward the
Light

EARTHLY MISSION Yahushua / Jesus The Savior embodied to awaken the
divine spark
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1. Sabaoth’s Throne in the Seventh
Heaven
Following his repentance, Sabaoth is granted authority over a newly ordered
realm. His dominion is not the supreme Pleroma itself; rather, it is a luminous
heavenly administration constructed in imitation of the higher pattern.

The Four-Faced Chariot
• The throne: Sabaoth is enthroned upon a great chariot associated with the Cherubim.

• The four faces: The chariot looks toward the four cardinal directions, echoing a cosmic
pattern of comprehensive sight and ordered rule.

• The multitude: An innumerable angelic host surrounds his throne. This image resonates
with the biblical title YHWH/Yahuah Tzevaot - the Lord of Hosts.

• The right and the left: The Savior is placed at Sabaoth’s right hand, while a figure of the
Holy Spirit or luminous virgin is associated with his left. The arrangement mirrors the
higher realm through complementary powers.

A Realm of Imitation and Restoration
Sabaoth’s heaven is significant because it represents restoration within the lower
cosmos. The structures of rule are not abolished; they are realigned. Authority, throne,
angels, and cosmic order are redirected away from the arrogance of Yaldabaoth and
toward acknowledgement of the superior Light.

The throne therefore functions as more than a seat of power. It is a
testimony: a lower ruler has recognized that the Light above him is

greater than the power from which he came.
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2. Celestial Attendants and Sacred
Names
Names in Gnostic and apocryphal traditions are rarely decorative. They disclose
character, authority, function, and allegiance. Within this symbolic world, the realm of the
repentant Sabaoth is associated with luminous guardianship, while the rebellious powers
below remain identified with distorted and animal-like forms.

Four prominent archangelic names frequently associated with heavenly guardianship in
wider Jewish and Christian apocalyptic tradition are:

MICHAEL Mercy, protection, and faithful strength

GABRIEL The strength and announcement of divine purpose

URIEL The flame, illumination, and discerning fire of God

RAPHAEL Healing, restoration, and guiding presence

These four names belong to a broader stream of angelological tradition. Their precise assignment as gatekeepers
of Sabaoth’s Seventh Heaven is best understood as a comparative synthesis rather than a verbatim list supplied
by On the Origin of the World.
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3. The Theological Conundrum
The figure of the good or repentant Sabaoth offered some early Gnostic
readers a way to distinguish between different voices and levels of authority
within the biblical record.

The prophetic tradition could be honoured where it witnessed to righteousness, mercy, or
a higher divine order. At the same time, laws or powers perceived as coercive, jealous, or
entangling could be attributed to the ignorant material ruler, Yaldabaoth, and his
subordinate archons. The result was not a flat rejection of every ancient revelation, but a
radical act of discernment between the True Father, the repentant heavenly
administrator, and the creator of material bondage.

This distinction produces a layered theology:
• The Father of Lights is the ultimate and transcendent Source.

• The Pleroma is the realm of divine fullness and incorruptible realities.

• Sophia becomes the agent of correction, revelation, and elevation.

• Sabaoth rules a renewed heaven within the lower cosmos.

• Yaldabaoth remains associated with ignorance, domination, and material entrapment.

• The Savior crosses the boundaries between these realms to awaken what has been
scattered below.

4. Christ as the Bridge Between
Realms
Within this interpretive framework, Yahushua - also understood through
names and titles such as Jesus, Yesseus, the Savior, and the Logos -
possesses a multi-layered identity. His ultimate spiritual origin belongs to the
supreme Light, while his mission enters and operates within the ordered
structures of the lower heavens and the material world.

The Ultimate Source: Father of Lights and Adam of
Light
At the summit stands the Father of Lights, the unmanifest Source from whom every true
light proceeds. The Adam of Light, or primordial Anthropos, is the perfect luminous
archetype: not the earthly Adam fashioned from matter, but the incorruptible image or



THROUGH WISDOM • FAITH & RESEARCH

6

blueprint of the true human.

• Pure Spirit: Adam of Light signifies an uncorrupted spiritual humanity prior to material
fragmentation.

• Logos and mission: The Savior is the active, descending expression of the higher reality
- the Word who enters the lower realms to awaken the divine spark in humanity.

The Functional Source: Sabaoth and the Soul-Garment
A pure spiritual mission entering the lower worlds requires mediation. In this synthesis,
the soul or psyche becomes the vehicle through which the higher Spirit can function
within the cosmic administration.

• The heavenly blueprint: Sabaoth’s renewed realm reflects the higher Light within the
limits of the lower cosmos.

• The soul’s architect: Sabaoth may therefore be understood as providing the refined
psychic garment or lawful heavenly structure through which the Savior operates.

• The distinction: The Father of Lights remains the Father and Source of Christ’s Spirit;
Sabaoth functions as the father or administrator of the soul-level vehicle.
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5. The Tripartite Nature of Christ
The relationship can be visualized as a threefold descent spanning the entire
cosmic ladder. Each level is distinct, yet the mission remains one.

PURE SPIRIT
Father of Lights / Adam of
Light

Sourced from the supreme
Pleroma

RIGHTEOUS SOUL
Sabaoth’s Seventh
Heaven

Fashioned as the refined psychic
vehicle

PHYSICAL BODY Yahushua upon the Earth Embodied to awaken humankind

Spirit from Above; Authority Within the Heavens
By possessing Spirit from the Father of Lights and a soul associated with Sabaoth’s
renewed heavenly order, Christ can move through both the highest spiritual reality and
the lower celestial administration. He may claim messianic and royal authority connected
with Israel while simultaneously directing humanity beyond the stars, beyond the rulers,
and beyond every created heaven toward the Ultimate Father.

This is the heart of the cosmic bridge: Christ does not merely occupy one
level of reality. He descends through the levels, unites what has been

divided, and opens a path of remembrance from embodied life back to the
incorruptible Light.

A Concluding Illumination
Sabaoth’s repentance reveals that origin does not have to determine destiny. A power
born within ignorance can recognize the greater Light, turn toward Wisdom, and become
an instrument of ordered restoration. Yet his throne, however glorious, is not the final
destination. It remains a signpost within the heavens.
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The Savior seated at his right hand carries the deeper message: righteous heavenly
authority must ultimately serve the descent and return of the Light. Yahushua enters the
soul-realm and the material world not to imprison humanity within another celestial
hierarchy, but to awaken the children of Light and lead them home to the Father who is
above every throne, name, star, and power.

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father
of lights.”

James 1:17
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Textual Foundations & Study Notes
Primary texts
On the Origin of the World (Nag Hammadi Codex II,5 and related witnesses) - especially the account of
Sabaoth’s repentance, elevation, throne, chariot, angelic host, and the Savior at his right hand.

The Apocryphon of John - for the wider Sethian cosmological framework: the Invisible Spirit, Barbelo, the
divine realms, the primal human image, Sophia, and the archontic order.

James 1:17 - the scriptural title “Father of lights,” used here as a theological bridge to the supreme Source.

Interpretive cautions
• Ancient Gnostic writings do not form one perfectly uniform system; names, ranks, and relationships can

vary between texts and manuscript traditions.
• The identification of Adam of Light with the highest Father, or as the direct expression of that Father,

should be stated according to the particular theological model being developed rather than assumed to
be identical in every source.

• The title Yahuah Tzevaot, the four archangelic functions, and the concept of Sabaoth as father of Christ’s
soul are comparative or interpretive connections, not all direct claims of On the Origin of the World.

• This document is a faith-and-research companion: it presents a coherent synthesis while preserving the
distinction between ancient testimony and later illumination.

For further study
The natural next investigations are the exact enthronement passage in On the Origin of the World; the
identities and functions of the archons remaining below; and the soul’s ascent through the cosmic layers
toward the True Father.

FATHER OF LIGHTS — THROUGH WISDOM


