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Strong Character for Real Life

Building courage, integrity, compassion and a steady heart.

Written by Batyah Ha Melek and Jays the Ace

THE DAD SCHOOL PROMISE

Ask. Learn. Try. Try again. Safely.

Nobody begins knowing everything. Small lessons, shared laughter and patient practice
help confidence grow.

© 2026 Batyah Ha Melek and Jays the Ace. All rights reserved.

Digital family-learning edition. Illustrations and original stories retained from the supplied manuscript.

The companion activity pages may be printed for use within the purchasing household. Please do not
redistribute or resell the files.
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PERSONAL HOUSEHOLD-USE LICENCE
This purchase is licensed to one household. Y ou may print activity pages for childrenin
your household. Please do not share, upload, redistribute or resell thisfile.

A NOTE FOR GROWN-UPS
Use age-appropriate adult supervision for tools, cooking, outdoor work and every practical

activity. Adapt each lesson to your child's needs, abilities and local safety guidance.
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WELCOME TO DAD SCHOOL

Small lessons. Strong hearts.

Fifteen stories to read, talk about and practise together.

Who this book is for

Suggested use: read together with ages 5-9; invite deeper discussion and more
independent reflection with ages 10-14. Choose by your child’s readiness, not just age.
Short sessions and spoken or drawn answers are welcome.

Every family is welcome

Share these stories with Dad, Mum, a grandparent, carer or another trusted adult. Dad is
the story’s teacher; the learning belongs to every family.

A simple reading rhythm

Read a few pages or one short section. Pause for questions and laughter. At the end of the
chapter, choose one challenge. Practise it during the week and return to talk about what
happened. There is no need to rush.

Meet the crew
Dad is patient and practical, but still learning. Ben likes a plan. Max brings enthusiasm and
unexpected ideas. Trevor is the much-loved family dog, with a particular interest in socks.

A note for grown-ups

Chapters 26-28 include illness, the death of a pet and the death of a grandmother. Preview
them first and decide when they fit your child. Questions and memory activities are
optional. Chapter 30 looks back to an earlier fishing day with Trevor.

Learn together, safely

Adults supervise practical activities and adapt them to the child. Keep needles and small
parts secure. Adults manage animal treatment, tools, cooking and water activities.
Children can always say they feel unsafe and tell another trusted adult if the first person
does not help.
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Tap a chapter title to open it. The PDF bookmarks also include the activities and closing pages.

YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE

Contents

Chapters 16-30 continue the Learning from Dad series.

Dad and the Garden That Needed Help

Dad and the Button That Popped Off

Dad and the Morning Nobody Wanted to Clean
Dad and the Day Nobody Wanted to Say Sorry
Dad and the Promise He Had to Keep

Dad and the Job Nobody Wanted to Finish

Dad and the Stranger at the Gate

Dad and the Friend Who Wanted Him to Do Something Wrong
Dad and the Day the Plan Changed

Dad and the Game We Didn’t Win

Dad and the Day Trevor Got Sick

Dad and the Day We Said Goodbye to Trevor

Dad and Grandma’s Empty Chair

Dad and the Day Somebody Was Better Than Him
Dad and the Last Fish of Summer
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Your Adventure Map
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THE ILLUSTRATED ADVENTURE MAP

The original illustrated guide to Book Two.

. Dad and the Garden That Needed Help )

. Dad and the Button That Popped Off

. Dad and the Morning Nobody Wanted to Clean

: Dad and the Day Nobody Wanted to Say Sorry

: Dad and the Promrse He Had to Keep

PSS HNE *
EN:H:

: Dad and the Job Nobody Wanted to lesh
: Dad and the Stranger at the Gate
: Dad and the Friend Who Wanted Hlm to

Do Something Wrong

Dad and the Day the Plan Changed
. Dad and the Game We Didn't Win

Dad and the Day Trevor Needed Help &
5 Dad and the Day We Sald Goodbye to Trevor i

Dad and Grandma s Empty Chalr

Dad and the Day Somebody Was Better Than Hlm ! B
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GROWING THROUGH EVERYDAY LIFE

Your Character Map

Chapter 16 * Patience & stewardship
Chapter 17 » Care & self-reliance

Chapter 18 ¢ Shared responsibility
Chapter 19 » Apology & repair

Chapter 20 * Honesty & keeping your word
Chapter 21 « Perseverance & focus
Chapter 22 ¢ Kindness & safe boundaries
Chapter 23 ¢ Courage & peer pressure
Chapter 24 - Flexibility & disappointment
Chapter 25 ¢ Sportsmanship & resilience
Chapter 26 * Compassion & caring
Chapter 27 « Grief & remembering Trevor
Chapter 28 ¢ Grief & family memories
Chapter 29 » Humility & learning from others
Chapter 30 ¢ Patience, gratitude & legacy

LITTLE APPRENTICE

Choose a theme when your family needs it. Strong character grows through practice, care and

repair after mistakes.
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A WORLD OF EVERYDAY LESSONS

Welcome to Strong Character
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CHAPTER 16

Dad and the Garden That Needed Help

Dad has the seeds. Ben has the watering can. Max has the shovel. Trevor has already begun
excavations.

4. Water - Not Too Much,

_EAENlNG FRdM—bAD B ! Why Gardens Matter 4| 2. Good Sail Happy Plnts 3. Planting Time!

Little Apprentice | Gardens give us: We planted seeds Not Too Little
F + Healthy food s swaclings. Plants nood water
CHAPTER 16 3 of Frash aic ¥ Make o senall bole to drink.

+ Place the seed We water:
Dad and the et -
Garden That « Proz done il
« Water softy o At the sosts

o Not the leaves.
[mast of the tima)

|| mads Tip: Check with your finger. 6
I the sail is dry, it's time to water. i

8. Patience — The Secret Ingredient 9. Harvest with Gratitude

Pl ke When food is ready,
we pick it

We can't pull ol

on them to ¥ Wo say

make them grow! 4 thank you for:

We: b  The sun

+ Ba patient i  The rain

+ Keop caring e = g 2 o The scll

o Trust the process o Theseeds 4
o Our hard work oy

:'n-.a_-;ﬁ,-: Every plant

e | Dads Tie: Good things take tima. F Dads Tip: Gratitucde
_ needs the rght spot s a ot latec | Rushing can rein them. | makes every bita batter '
10. Keep It Healthy

11. Compost — Garden Gold 12. Tools, Care and Safety 13. Trevor's Special Job 14. Clean Up and Care for Tomarrow 15. What We Learned Today

We check our We use tools Trever said he We: W iriead Angedier:
lants often, the right way. would help... Pt vacis ey Wa leamed new skills.
We lock for: « Wear gloves Ho dug... + Water properly W ok onar itk oty
o Vollow laves: ¥ Use the right ol = Everywharel ¥ Cloar the paths W carsdl far Buing thiege. gy
o Bugs + Carry tools st ot whers + Taks rubbish out W plinted tadsy...
« Holes : N = readel) + Plan for tomarrow | =0 wo can anjoy
+ Dry or soggy  Claan tools I [+ id find & worr tomarow.
Then we fix ater ase the sze of 3 moodied
the problem. 3 -
Dads Tip: Catch small problems [ Bects Tiex ek carm of your tooks, [t T Holpars donthave tbe | || Dacts Tip: A faw minutes tidy today ol Tats T A gardan growws o
before they got big. ‘ and they'll take care of you. | perfoct ust enthusiastc L3 |, makes tomorrow easier i B
WHAT WE LEARNED TODAY ghle  GARDEN HELPER CHECKLIST LITTLE APPRENTICE MISSION SKILL UNLOCKED! | Dad's Final Word Iz
' Gardens things. "
Jwﬁwm:‘::m () Read the plan [ Look for helpful bugs Dest-*\in-"-«k Gardener Junior “You can't ruth a seed.
o Sveds need the right pianing e £are. - e FIe— It might ba: ﬁ o Planter You can't hurry the sun.
o/ Watering dices right keeps placts hasithy fropere P  Watering o Water Keaper 8t if you keep shawing up.
:Mmﬂumm- ] Punt seedu/seadiings  [] Harvest carofully ¢ Pulling weeds « Weed Warricr keep caring.
Holphil bugs are our fends. Checking
o Patience and caro bring great resuls. O waser preperty 0 cleanvp :hdp-uw;':nw < puten vt g
V' We harvest with geatituds. & Harvaster Youl grow mare than feed,
' We heep the garden healthy and tidy. () Chock for weeds [ Thek God for Do It with care and gratitudel "  Toum Wotker 2oy 8o o You'll grow a life that matters.”
" We leamed that teamwork makes it better. . —

Read the story. Talk it through. Try one small step together.
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YOU'VE REACHED THE END OF THIS FREE PREVIEW

Keep Learning With Dad

Book Two ¢ Strong Char acter for Real Life

The complete paid edition includes 122 beautifully designed pages,
15 story-driven chapters, practical activities, discussion prompts,

Little Apprentice missions and a completion certificate.

Shared reading: ages 5-9 ¢ Deeper independent discussion: ages 10-14

COMING SOON « NZ$19
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